Epidemiology of gallbladder cancer and trends in cholecystectomy rates in Scotland, 1968-1998.
The aim of this study was to describe the epidemiology of gallbladder cancer in Scotland during the last 30 years. A secondary aim was to describe trends in cholecystectomy rates because it has been suggested that changing rates of cholecystectomy for benign gallbladder disease may be influencing the epidemiology of gallbladder cancer. A retrospective analysis of cancer registration and mortality (gallbladder cancer) and hospital discharge (cholecystectomy) data from Scotland in 1968-1998 was carried out. In Scotland the incidence of, and mortality from, gallbladder cancer have been falling in women since at least 1968, and in men since the late 1980s. Whilst overall survival remains poor, survival in older patients may have improved recently, and survival is better in patients from affluent areas. Cholecystectomy rates increased until 1977 then fell until the introduction of laparoscopic surgery caused them to return to the rates previously observed. The current declining incidence of gallbladder cancer in Scotland is probably, in part, related to the increasing cholecystectomy rates seen prior to 1977. Further studies addressing changes in stage at diagnosis and treatment provided are required to investigate the recent apparent improvement in survival of elderly gallbladder cancer patients.